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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Freemasonry is not a religion but due to the vast amounts of borrowed symbolisms, a required belief in a higher power, and its ancient stories browed from all major religions, freemasonry toes the line as an organization and as a religion. In modern English, the word ‘cult’ is usually defined as a social group that is defined by its unusual religious, spiritual, or philosophical beliefs and rituals, or its common interest in a particular personality, object, or goal.



WHAT IS FREEMASONRY?

A fraternity engaged in 

the  science of morality, 

developed by the ancient 

method of symbolism.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is difficult to define Freemasonry, or “the Craft,” as its members call it. It is something that can mean many things to many men because it is such a fragmented organization. This means that it does not have a primary head office. Even at an international level there is no one person or even group of people who can speak for freemasonry. However, it could be defined as a science of morality developed by the ancient method of symbolism. 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=2007348
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WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

There are many 

different theories as to 

where the Freemasons 

came from.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are many different theories as to where the Freemasons came from, the most prevalent theories is that they came from the knights templar, King Solomon's first temple, and from the first man Adam. 
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THEORY ONE;
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

The Knights Templar started of as a group of 9 
knights who profited from protecting pilgrims along 
their travels  to and from Jerusalem. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Knights Templar started of as a group of 9 knights who profited from protecting pilgrims along their travels to and from Jerusalem. After the first crusades, the city of Jerusalem had been recaptured from Muslim control in 1099. In order to keep pilgrims safe during their pilgrimages, King Baldwin II of Jerusalem agreed to gave the knights an entire wing of the Temple Mount to use as their living and headquarters in 1118. The temple mount was built on the foundations of King Solomon’s temples. 



After just one hundred years the Templars had 
become extremely powerful and wealthy due to cash 
and land donations from rulers and wealthy nobility 
who wanted protection or to join the organization.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As the Templar order grew in size and strength it eventually had strongholds in every European country all the way to the holy land. It was organized the same way in every country, where each had a master of the order for the templars in that area and every master of the order was subject to rule of the grandmaster. By the 1200’s, after just one hundred years the Templars had become extremely powerful and wealthy due to cash and land donations from rulers and wealthy nobility who wanted protection or to join the organization. They had also invented international banking and became even more rich. Around 1291 The Knights lost the holy land to the Mamluks Army (Muslim slave army) and soon the people who once loved the Knights and looked to them for protection now began to doubt their abilities.



The last Grandmaster Jacques De Malay was burned at 
the stake in front of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On Friday Oct 13th 1307, King Philip IV of France had every Templar knight arrested in France and tried for outlandish crimes that could never be proven. He eventually convinced Pope Clement V to officially disband the order and removed all connection between the order and the church. In 1314, the remaining Templar leaders including the last Grandmaster Jacques De Malay were burned at the stake in front of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Many other countries who followed the rules and regulations of the Pope followed suit with declaring the Templars as an enemy of the church. Against the wishes of King Philip and the Pope, many Knights across Europe who were forced into hiding were now being protected by those they had once escorted into the holy land.



Robert the Bruce wanted his newly independent country to be 
recognized by the Christian Church, but for Scotland to rejoin the 
church, and forgive Robert’s past sins, they had to assure the Pope that 
there were no Templar Knights in Scotland.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just one year before the mass incarceration of the Knights Templar, Robert the Bruce had been excommunicated by Pope Clement V because he murdered an enemy of Scotland inside a church. Because he was no longer allowed in England, he fled to his home in Scotland were the Popes laws were not recognized. While in Scotland, Robert leads the fight against English forces during the state’s first independence war. A year later when the Templar Knights where looking for a place to hide they were welcomed by Robert due to their vast wealth and combat knowledge. By 1314 Scotland’s army had mysteriously tripled and around 1327 Scotland had won their independence from England. 



It was well known at the time that the Saint Clair (aka 
Sinclair) family were well-known Knights Templar in France. 
After the inquisition of the knights the Sinclair family 
moved to Scotland and eventually became hereditary 
Grandmasters of the Freemasons in Scotland

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Robert the Bruce wanted his newly independent country to be recognized by the Christian Church, but in order for the pope to forget Robert’s past sins, they had to assure the that there were no Templar Knights in Scotland. It is alleged that in order to achieve this demand he invented the order of freemasonry into which the Knights Templar were integrated. There is extraordinarily little proof to this subject however it was well known at the time that the Saint Clair (aka Sinclair) family were well-known Knights Templar in France, and after the inquisition of the knights the Sinclair family moved to Scotland and eventually became hereditary Grandmasters of the Masons in Scotland. 



THEORY TWO;
LEGEND OF THE 
“KNOWLEDGE OF THE ANCIENTS.” 

The legend of the ‘Knowledge of the Ancients’ 
originates all the way back to the first man, Adam.

Adam

GOD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Inside the Masonic Order there are legends that the secret knowledge that the Freemasons hold, as well as their symbolism and rituals was given to them through generation-to-generation knowledge going back well over 600,000 years ago. This is known as the legend of the “knowledge of the ancients.”  The legend of the knowledge of the ancients originates all the way back to the first man, Adam. According to legend, at the beginning of time when Adam was created by the Grand Architect, an ancient knowledge was engraved on his heart. That knowledge allegedly contained everything there is to know about math, science, and geometry. 



KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
ANCIENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Adam taught this knowledge to his sons who passed it down to their sons. Eventually, the knowledge was contained within the fabled island of Atlantis. It is said that the inhabitants of Atlantis protected the knowledge until its destruction. Before the city was destroyed, the knowledge was transferred to Ancient Egypt whose high priest preserved it within their religion. The Egyptians passed the knowledge to Greece then on to Rome. From Rome it was preserved by the Celtic and Druid Priesthoods in England and Scotland who transferred the knowledge to the court of King Arthur through Merlin and later to the Templar knights and the Freemasons. 



KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
ANCIENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
However, there is another alleged route taken by “the ancient knowledge.”



KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
ANCIENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The other legend suggested that since the ancient Egyptians received the knowledge it was then taught to Moses. Since he was raised by the Pharaoh's daughter and educated as an Egyptian this meant that he learned the profound knowledge before he led his fellow Jewish people out of Egypt. The ancient knowledge was preserved within the Ark of the Covenant along side the tablets containing the 10 commandments. Long after Moses’s death, King Solomon, who was an architect, used the teachings of Moses to build his temple in Jerusalem. After he passed the wisdom to the ancient stone Masons who built the temple, they laid the knowledge in the foundations of the temple long before it was destroyed. It remained there until it was discovered by the Knights Templar in the early 12th century. From this point the legend then merges with the popular and accepted undocumented history of the Freemasons mentioned previously.



THEORY THREE;
KING SOLOMON'S TEMPLE

This theory claims that the stonemasons who built 
King Solomon's Temple must have possessed secret 
and ancient knowledge to build the temple.

Tabernacle

Ark of the
Covenant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The last theory is based strictly from the upon biblical evidence, specifically the Old Testament of the bible and the Jewish Tora. It was after Moses had shepherd his people out of Egypt that God had given him the ancient knowledge along with the 10 commandments.  Moses started the first lodges by constructing the perfect plans to hold the Ark of the Covenant inside of a tent fortress called the Tabernacle. After many years King Solomon built a temple to contain the ark of the covenant and as a place of residence on earth for the God of the Jews. The ancient knowledge was hidden in the foundations of the temple before it was destroyed and then the story merges with the theory connecting the knights templar. 



DOCUMENTED HISTORY

During the Middle Ages in Scotland there 
existed “burghs”, these were essentially 
walled off towns or urban settlements 
operating like their own state within the 
Scottish government and answered only 
to the Scottish king and queen.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Regardless of the legends surrounding the undocumented history of the Freemasons, starting in the 1400s there is countless documented proof of a mason’s incorporation in Scotland and eventually into England. During the Middle Ages in Scotland there existed “burghs”, these were essentially walled off towns or urban settlements operating like their own state within the Scottish government and answered only to the Scottish king and queen. They regulated their own affairs to a varying degree and produced many types of historical records. 



DOCUMENTED HISTORY
The Weavers The Glaziers The Stonemasons The Bowers The Blacksmiths

The Slaters  The Coopers The Carpenters The Painters The Upholsters

*Notice that every trade (except the painters) uses an apron

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tradesmen in the burghs occupied a prominent place in the city states, however, did not hold any position of power. The trades had become well organized over the years by creating rules for operation and keep their workers regulated. These groups eventually requested to be granted charters in order to have their privileges defined in a binding document under the king and standardized across the nation. Masons alongside bakers, butchers, blacksmiths, coopers, and many others became the first incorporated trades and basically formed the first unions for each trade. By granting tradesmen an incorporated charter, the town council conferred certain rights such as limited representation on the town council while expecting certain responsibilities in return.



DOCUMENTED HISTORY

These lodges were not simple huts used 
to store tools, but large structures to hold 
groups of people. This lodge also has a 
pub on its first floor that was added 
during a remodel in 1966.

The ‘Mother’ Mason Lodge 
in Kilwinning, Scotland build 1109

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over the years the stonemason incorporations began to include new members who were not stonemasons such as plumbers and eventually trades not associated with erecting a building. This probably came about due to the need to maintain a certain membership level and adding new income during tough times through membership dues. Because of this all-encompassing union of trades, stonemasons needed an exclusive meeting place just for members of their craft to discuss matters that only pertained to their trade called lodges. These lodges were not simple huts used to store tools, but large structures to hold groups of people. 



SYMBOLISM
Teaching aids were needed in order to teach the new generations of masons 
who were illiterate. To do so large paintings on cloth were used to instruct new 
masons through symbolism and storytelling, these masonic artworks were 
later known as tracing boards 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Freemasonry has come a long way through history and has used many symbols from many different religions to spread their message. Many of the symbols can be traced as far back as the Egyptians, Celtics, and many more historic periods. Symbolism is one of the first forms of written communication and is an artistic and poetic way to express a variety of meanings to different people. For Freemasons, this fact is especially important due to the vast number of symbols used. Before the 19th and 20th centuries it was very uncommon for a person to be literate and therefore masons relied on symbolism to teach incoming members their shared knowledge.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are far too many symbols to go over in a presentation so I will just briefly show the few symbols I talk about in my paper.  Here in the center, you can see 2 common masonic ciphers. A cipher is a secret code or algorithm to encrypt messages and data. In the past, ciphers provided a way to write a secret message that only the sender, receiver, and a small group of people in their circle knew how to decode. The Masonic Cipher, also known as the Pigpen Cipher, is rarely used today however it remains a part of Freemasonry’s history.



THE MODERN TEMPLE

London Masonic Temple that dates to 1912  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Inside every lodge meeting room are two pillars, a checkered pattern, and an altar. The two pillars represent the two pillars that once stood at the entrance to King Solomon’s Temple and represent the equilibrium of two opposing forces. The checkerboard pattern is usually found on the floor that dominates the meeting room typically made of black and white square tile or carpet2. For modern Freemasons, the black and white squares are intended to remind all Freemasons that they always have choices in life whether it be good choices representing the white tiles or bad choices representing the black squares. And the altar or Dias is almost always situated at the end of the checkered pattern in the east and is frequently positioned immediately in front of the master’s seat or is part of the seat. The alter is a more literal symbol to connect the modern masons to the past through ceremony



OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Freemasons are the largest fraternal organization in the world, and much like Christianity it has many different branches or organizations that grew out of freemasonry. After one reaches the 3rd degree mason, he could join other groups such as the York Rite Freemasonry or Scottish Rite Freemasons to gain further knowledge or other groups that fall under the Freemason umbrella. Other groups separate themselves from freemasonry but have clear roots in the brotherhood. Some of these other groups keep many of the same symbols and ceremonies but slightly change what is needed to fit within their needs. 



MILITARY CONNECTION The statements made here are only speculative and have no 
basis of proof in history but rather are my personal observations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The statements made here are only speculative and have no basis of proof in history but rather are my personal observations. The Air Force CE badge is much like the masonic square compass. The badge contains wings representing the history of the Air Force, and a compass exactly like the freemasons to form the usual two inverted tringles common in Freemasonry. In the center of the badge a gear is shown as a symbol to represent all Air Force engineers who have many diverse skills and knowledge much similar to the letter G used my modern masons today. 



BONUS 

Does anyone know what buildings these 
Freemason cornerstones belong to?
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NCSU Bell tower
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THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As stated before, Freemasonry is not a religion, however, due to the vast amounts of borrowed symbolisms, a required belief in a higher power, and its ancient stories browed from all major religions, Freemasonry toes the line between an organization and as a religion. This ‘secret’ organization that hides in plain sight can be found in almost every city in America while being persecuted or outlawed in many other countries. Freemasonry’s use of symbols has taught generations of men on how to be better members of society while also forming a strong bond with fellow brothers that last a lifetime. Its history may stretch farther back than the 17th century, but its reach today is far wider than many understand.Thank you.
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